PRESS RELEASE

13 September 2003

Recreational Fisheries and Tourism in the new EU Constitution

The European Anglers Alliance (EAA) and the European Fishing Tackle Trade Association (EFTTA) address the European Commission, the European Parliament, the Governments of the Member States and Accession Countries, the National Parliaments, and anyone interested in promoting an inclusion of Recreational Fisheries, Recreational Fisheries Dependant Industries and Tourism in the new EU Constitution.

The EU has never paid the Recreational Fisheries Sector much attention. This probably arose due to recreational fishing’s lack of organization and the absence of a single voice at European level in the EU’s early days. With the formation of the European Anglers Alliance (EAA) some years ago recreational angling got that voice. The industries within recreational fisheries are well organised and active at the European level, too. The industries have many objectives in common with the recreational anglers. In particular, the EAA and EFTTA have co-operated for years on various conservation, promotion and development issues and projects of common interest.

Tourism is described by the European Council as ..one of the main sectors in the European economy, … [tourism] is conducive to a high level of employment and social welfare, sustainable growth, better quality of life and European integration and also to social and economic cohesion, making a considerable contribution to the objectives of convergence.

Source: Council Resolution, 21 May 2002, - on the future of European tourism.
Nevertheless, no common European tourism policy has ever been agreed on.

Recreational fisheries and tourism have no specific mentions neither in the EU Treaties in force nor in the text of the draft Constitution as finalised by the European Convention in July.

Surprising:

· as the tourism sector represents over 10% of the EU GDP and a substantial amount of jobs.

· as there are, within the European Union, 2900 companies, (manufacturers, and wholesalers) trading in recreational fishing tackle and representing 60.000 jobs and making an annual turnover of 5 billion euros.

· as the fishing tackle trade serves 25 million recreational fishermen representing 6,5% of the total EU population through 12900 tackle shops that employ another 39.000 people.

· as 25 million recreational fishermen spend estimated minimum 25 billion euros per year on equipment, transportation and lodging in the 15 EU countries.

The new EU Constitution to be negotiated this Autumn is an eminent chance for the EU to put right this wrong done to tourism and recreational fisheries by agreeing on some amendments proposed by the EAA and EFTTA. The draft for an EU Constitution propose sport being included in the EU treaty (Art 16.2) for the first time. It would indeed be an odd EU Constitution with sport being included but not tourism and recreational fisheries.

ENDS

· This press release and the EAA and EFTTA amendments to the EU Constitution can be downloaded frome www.eaa-europe.org in English and French (in Word and pdf format) 


Note for editors:

For additional information please contact Jan Kappel, secretary general of the EAA:

Tel: +32 (0) 2 732 0309, E-mail: email@eaa-europe.org
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EFTTA, the European Fishing Tackle Trade Association is an international, non-political, independent association to serve the European fishing tackle trade by campaigning to promote sportfishing, environmental issues and international business. Membership is open to manufacturers, wholesalers, agents, press and related organisations in the tackle industry. EFTTA currently has over 200 European members.





EAA, the European Anglers Alliance represents 19 nations with more than five million affiliated anglers and acts to protect the interests of 25 million anglers throughout Europe. Anglers in Europe spend minimum 25 billion euros per year on equipment, transportation and lodging.
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