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In 2020, 60% of EU surface water 
bodies are still not in good status

• Hydromorphological pressures 
are the largest pressures on EU 
surface waters (EEA, 2018)

• WFD Fitness check conclusions 
points out three obstacles to 
the achievement of WFD 
objectives:

1. insufficient funding

2. slow implementation 

3. insufficient integration of 
environmental objectives in 
sectoral policies

4. exemptions became the rule, 
not the exception
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State of Nature Report
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Yet thousands of hydropower plants 
are on the card
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• 21,387 existing 
hydropower 
plants

• 8,785 additional 
plants which are 
planned or under 
construction

• 91% of the plants 
recorded by the 
study are small 
plants (capacity 
<10MW)https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/publications/?uNewsID=356638

https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/publications/?uNewsID=356638
https://www.wwf.eu/wwf_news/publications/?uNewsID=356638


150 NGOs call to stop support to 
hydropower 
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• End subsidising new hydropower 
plants of all sizes, e.g. via regional 
policy.

• End to European Investment Bank and 
European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development financing.

• All new hydropower to be excluded 
from the list of renewable energies 
eligible for State Aid.

• Public finance for new hydropower 
plants to be reallocated to ecological 
refurbishments, dam removal projects 
especially where the dams are now 
obsolete, and towards other 
renewable energies.

https://eeb.org/library/

https://eeb.org/library/


EU can achieve climate neutrality by 2040
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https://www.pac-scenarios.eu/scenario-development.html

https://www.pac-scenarios.eu/scenario-development.html


The Living Rivers Europe coalition: our asks
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• A better implementation and enforcement of the Water Framework 
Directive;

• An effective integration of water management aspects into relevant 
sectoral policies, particularly agriculture, energy, flood risk management 
and transport; and

• The maintenance of the Water Framework Directive’s high standards of 
water resources and ecosystem protection.



Essential points to be addressed in the 
EP resolution 
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• How to secure the necessary funding for water measures

• How to improve the integration of the directives’ 
environmental objectives in sectoral policies, particularly in 
agricultural, energy and transport sectors 

• Considerable variations in the implementation of the Directives 
between the Member States 

• Insufficient application of the user and polluter pays principles 
and inadequate cost recovery

• Use of exemptions from the WFD objectives



THANK YOU!
www.eeb.org
@Green_Europe
@EuropeanEnvironmentalBureau
eeb@eeb.org 
The EEB gratefully acknowledges the financial support from the LIFE Programme of the European 
Union. This communication reflects the organizers’ views and does not commit the donors.


