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A record number of dams
removed from European
rivers in 2021!

More than 239 barriers were taken
down last year, helping to restore
fish migration routes and boost
biodiversity and climate resilience.
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..TRAVELLING THROUGH THE
VEINS AND ARTERIES OF THE WORLD.



THE PROBLEMS

1.100
AMAZING FRESHWATER MIGRATORY
FISH SPECIES ARE UNDER PRESSURE
AND NEED OUR SUPPORT
TO BE FREE AGAIN

1,2 MILLION
BARRIERS ARE BLOCKING MIGRATORY
FISH IN EUROPE ALONE. EVERY
KILOMETER A FISH IS BOUNCING ITS
HEAD




THE SOLUTION
DAM REMOVAL

STARTING WITH
>150.000 OBSOLETE &
OLD BARRIERES
IN EUROPE




DAM REMOVAL EUROPE

DAM REMOVAL AS A RIVER RESTORATION
TOOL. SINCE 2015 WE ARE ENABLING A
GROWING MOVEMENT OF RIVER
PRACTITIONERS

FINANCIALLY SUPPORTED BY THE DUTCH
POSTCODE LOTTERY AND MANY MORE

INIATED AND HOSTED BY WFMF



https://damremoval.eu/

OUR STRATEGY
BUILDING A MOVEMENT OF PROUD

RIVER PRACTITIONERS & ENABLE

THEM TO REMOVE DAMS

“I really value your amazing events and work, and the fantastic

community you have established for knowledge sharing and support”.
Tania White, Environment Agency (UK)




OUR VALUES
PASSION
COMMITTED
POSITIVE
INCLUSIVE

CONNECTING

FUN




SHARE RESOURCES &
TEMPLATE PROCEDURES
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PROVIDE HELPDESK
(INTER)NATIONAL SEMINARS/WORKSHOPS
ENGAGING WEBINARS / LIVE REMOVALS

DAM REMOVAL CAFES
TAILOR MADE COURSES (2022)
FREE FLOW CONFERENCE 2023)
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CREATING OPPORTUNITIES IN EUROPE

30.000 HYDROPOWER SITES

>150.000 OLD & OBSOLETE BARRIERS


Presenter
Presentation Notes




EUROPEAN SHOWCASES

© ERN

ESTONIA: OLD AND OBSOLETE DAM FRANCE: TOO EXPENSIVE DAM


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Policy report:

Based on data from France, Sweden, Spain and UK the last 30 years around 5000 barriers have been removed. This means on average 0,5 dam/weir per day.

Do you remember the first dam of my presentation. The 35meter high Vezin dam in France . 

 It’s cheaper to remove this dam than to completely refurbish it and install new turbines. Two big windmills produce the same amount of energy. 
The government has decided to remove it, to revitalize 90km of river and they just started two weeks ago. 10 migratory fish species will benefit from this. 

The local resistance at this dam is high. People are losing their reservoir and their place to go out for a boat or fishing trip. They have become attached to the dam and the reservoir!
The local people were not really involved in the proces

Total cost 50 million euro!

Dam removal is still controversial, all around the world. Some colleagues even don’t dare to speak up sometimes, afraid for the consequences and negative publicity. I see this everywhere around me. This worries me, but also inspires me!
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SPAIN
NATIONAL LAW TO TAKE OLD DAMS OUT
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
SOLUTION
This dam in Spain had lost it’s purpose and was removed in 2018, because has the Spanish law says that obsolete dams should be removed. 

Lots of these dams are becoming old, obsolete and sometimes even safety hazards. There are cases where dams are almost collapsing
For example in Europe there are over 30.000 dams and weirs that are known as obsolete. In the state of Maine almost 80% of the dams are obsolete. In Pueorto Rico almost all dams are old and in a bad state after the sugar cane factories closed. 
First indication: Based on Amber field survey around 25% of the barriers are old and obsolete.

River managers and policy makers have not realized the full potential yet of what this means for the future of migratory fish. They are not aware and haven’t got the tools and the means to take this to the next level








Fyr—w— — Y I

—

REMEANDERING: YES
~_DAM REMOVAL: YES

" FISHWAYS: NO

COMMUNICATION: NOT MUCH






Weir today, gone tomorrow:

work starts to free
Cumbrian river




STATUS IMPLEMENTATION
DAM REMOVAL

7 COUNTRIES
IMPLEMENTED DAM REMOVAL
AS A RIVER RESTORATION TOOL

Controversial topic!
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OUR TARGETS FOR 2025

INITIATED 5.000 KM OF RESTORED RIVERS BY OVER
50 DAM REMOVALS IN OVER 10 EUROPEAN
COUNTRIES

CATALYSE NEW DAM REMOVAL POLICIES IN AT
LEAST 12 EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AND SPARKING
TEN-THOUSANDS OF DAM REMOVALS

10.000 RIVER PRACTITIONERS ARE PART OF THE
EUROPEAN DAM REMOVAL MOVEMENT

e WORLD FISH MIGRATION DAY CELEBRATED IN OVER
B 3 X~ . L 100 COUNTRIES



Presenter
Presentation Notes
WFMF is oprichter en bindende kracht achter een van de meest veelbelovende bewegingen voor natuurherstel: dam removal Europe. Voordat we ingaan op DRE, wat is precies het probleem? (volgende slide)
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; ” L .q TIME TO SCALE UP

i ‘"—H’ By THE MORE SUPPORT THE FASTER IT GOES!
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MEET THE RIVER HEROES

#DAMBUSTERS ON TOUR
OCTOBER 2022- DECEMBER 2023

NATIONAL PREMIERES
TV SCREENINGS - FILM FESTIVALS
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